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with a share of onesixth each. In 1820, Mr. Aitkin
bought out Roussain, and for one year he had charge,
with a share of one-third. In 1831, Mr. Aitkin took
charge of this important department on halves with the
Astor Company, and continued thus till 1834.

In 1824, Lyman M. Warren, after having traded in op-
position to the American Fur Company for six years, in
the Lac du Flambeau, Lac Coutereille and St. Croix de-
partments, entered into an arrangement with them, and
took charge as a partner, and under a salary of these three
departments, making his depot at La Pointe. Ie contin-
ued with the same arrangement till the year 1834.

These items respecting the fur trade are here introduced
to give the reader an idea of the importance of the trade
amongst the Ojibways, and to introduce the names of the
principal traders who, at this time, were remaining in the
country. The Astor Fur Company followed the example
of the Northwest Company in hiring as traders, men whom
they found already in the country, holding influential po-
sitions among the Ojibways, and in some cases connected
with them by marriage. Some of these men had traded
in connection with the old Northwest Company, as William
Morrison, Cotte, Roussain, Corbin, and others,while others
of more recent date had traded as opposition traders, and
distinguished themselves by their success. Among these
may be mentioned Wm. A. Aitkin, Esq., who first came
into the Chippeway country about 1815, a mere boy, and
as a servant for a trader named John Drew. Intermarry-
ing into an influential Indian family, he was soon enabled
to trade on his own account, and he gradually increased
his business till, in 1831, he takes charge of the important
department of Fond du Lac, on halves, with John Jacob
Astor. Mr. Aitkin’s name is linked with the history of
the Upper Mississippi Ojibways for the last half century.
He was one of the old pioneers of the northwest. He died



